

Schools Animal Ethics Committee

FORM A1: Proposal for the use of animals: primary and secondary schools (Category 3, 4, or 5 activities)

PLEASE ENSURE ALL SECTIONS ARE COMPLETED.
Notes: 
i)
A separate proposal must be submitted for each animal type.

ii)
Approval can be given for up to 3 years, but any variation to the activity, including staff changes requires submission of an amendment form to the SAEC.  Variations must not proceed until SAEC approved.  
iii) 
Reporting must occur annually. (Form D)
	SAEC USE ONLY
	

	Date of SAEC meeting:
	SAEC No. 
	

	
         Approved 





        Not approved

	Comments: 

	Previous SAEC No (if applicable):
	 
	


SCHOOL/COLLEGE DETAILS

	School Name
	Morgan Valley Primary School

	Address
	Plain Street, Morgan Valley

	Telephone
	9555 3333
	Fax:
	9555 3300

	Teacher in charge of activity
	Ms. Adrienne Steele

	Position
	Year 4 Teacher

	e-mail address
	Adrienne.Steele@det.wa.edu.au 


DETAILS OF THE ACTIVITY INVOLVING ANIMALS

	Course or subject
	Science – Life and Living – Reproduction and Change

Year 4

	Intended student learning outcomes

1. Observe the hatching of chicken eggs and compare the growth and changes by drawing, discussing and writing about what is observed.

2. Use subject specific vocabulary for an authentic purpose.

3. Understand and sequence the stages in the lifecycle of a chicken.

4. Understand basic needs (food, water and adequate shelter) of animals and how to care for them.

5. Understand the relationship between structure and function eg. hard shell of egg for protection, sharp beak to crack shell in order to get out.


	Common name of animal/species (age and sex if applicable)

Chicken (fertile eggs)

	Source of animals. Are animals obtained dead or alive? Provide transporting details if alive.

Eggs and equipment will be supplied by provider (Please include name and contact details of provider).  
Eggs will be delivered to school and hatchlings picked up by provider.

	Justification for using animals and for the number of animals to be used – consider replacement, reduction and refinement

  Students will have an opportunity to observe a natural event they would not normally experience.

  In applying the reduction component of the 3Rs, I will use a maximum of 10 fertile eggs to assist students to   

  develop an understanding of the sequence of the stages in the lifecycle of a chicken.         


	Is activity to be repeated annually? Approval can be given for up to 3 years, but any variation to the activity, including staff, must not occur without specific SAEC approval.  Reporting must be undertaken annually to ensure ongoing approval.
         No 



Yes   X               How often
      Once per year

	

	If the acquisition or use of the animals proposed for this activity is subject to other permits, laws or regulations, please attach documentation to show that these have been obtained.

	Description of activity

(If more than one activity is to be done with the same animals, list separately)


	Category of activity
	Number of animals
	Start date of activity
	Finish date of activity
	Number of students

	Hatching chicken eggs

Observing chicks and basic handling, feeding and care for the hatchlings


	3

2
	10 eggs

10
	3/6/08

3/6/08
	17/6/08

17/6/08
	18

18




ANIMAL MANAGEMENT

	Means of monitoring animal health

Eg. weight, behaviour, appearance, daily/weekly

	Chicks will be observed throughout the day to ensure they are healthy. Photos will be taken and drawings by students to record the change in appearance of the chicks over the two week period.

Chicks will be weighed in an ice cream container using digital scales and results recorded on a chart.

Students will be taught procedures for handling and observing to minimise stress to the animals. Students will handle chicks in small groups and the chicks will be rotated so they don’t get stressed by over- handling.
Enclosure will be cleaned and temperature checked on a daily basis. 

Fresh food supplied by provider will be given daily.

Fresh supply of water will be made available and checked throughout the day.

Please include an outline of the procedures that will be carried out to ensure the survival and welfare of fertilised eggs and young chicks in the event of a power outage.


	Person responsible for care and monitoring of animals (including school vacation, public holidays and weekends)
	I, Adrienne Steele (Year 4 Teacher), will be responsible for care and monitoring of the animals throughout the 2 week period. I will supervise students during any handling and measuring sessions. 

I will be responsible for the care of the animals on weekends. I will check the animals twice (in the morning and in the afternoon) on Saturday and Sunday to ensure they have adequate food and water, and secure enclosure.

	Fate of animals at completion of activity


	All chicks and equipment will be collected by provider. Chicks will be placed in well ventilated brooder boxes and transferred safely back to free range farm nursery. 

	Possible health risks to students (eg. Zoonoses)
	Salmonella - prevention with basic standards of hygiene such as washing hands before and after handling chickens.


DECLARATION

	I accept responsibility as the course co-ordinator, teacher or lecturer in charge and declare that:



	(i)
	all animals in this teaching activity will be sourced, transported, handled and cared for properly and humanely in accordance with the Guidelines for the Care and Use of Animals formulated by the SAEC;

	(ii)
	ethical considerations of animal use in this teaching unit will be identified and addressed with the staff and students involved;

	(iii)
	I will continue to seek alternative methods which do not involve the use of living animals or which enable comparable results to be achieved using fewer animals; and

	(iv)
	I accept responsibility for notifying the SAEC of any adverse events (Form C2), changes of personnel, methods or animal numbers (described in this Proposal).  


	Name

(Please print)


	Signature
	Date

	I have read the Application, believe that the project is justified in terms of educational value and confirm that the teacher-in-charge has the qualifications and experience to be responsible for the activity.

Signature of Principal/Managing Director: 







Date: _____________

































